THE PLACE OF RELIGION IN JEWISH LIFE     IOI

saves the soul of Israel The Jews who give loyalty
to Judaism the first place in their lives, sometimes
sacrificing because of it much worldly advantage, and
often enduring because of it much material deprivation
and physical hardship, show the true and essential
quality of the life of the Jews. There always have
been, and there still are, many such* They would be
enough to support the interpretation of the Jews*
existence in religious terms and the claim that it
serves religious ends. But there is further support in
the general character of the Jewish group*

The Jews collectively possess more religion than
Jews do individually. That may sound like a paradox,
but it is profoundly true. Without it, there can be no
understanding of Jewish life, Jews individually may
show no outstanding religiosity, but religion occupies
the chief, the central, the dominating place in Jewish
life.

Until the establishment of the postwar nationalist
colonies in Palestine, a Jewish community without a
Synagogue was inconceivable. No matter how small
a community was, it concentrated its collective life in
a Synagogue. In recent years, when regular attend-
ance at public worship ceased to be the rule, the Syna*
gogue yet remained the first concern of new Jewish
communities and the chief concern of every Jewish